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Climber approaches mountain goal one step at a time

Raposl racord attsmpt
on horizen for summer

Ey DN CYBOYLE
Fow the Rocker

In his weskly role, Dk Soon
warks fo lve the moto: “Ons
shot, ape kill,” 25 a TOW messile
engmeer in the Close Combat
Weg‘]:‘m System 3|.'q|E|:t Office.

2z SlMmET

roaches, he aJscl is tightdy

sed on a personal moto
'Ome mounfam, ooe goal ”

Specifically, Mount Thor in
Camata‘s Ayt Marionel Pk
il e e site whera Siromand his

of a seven-
memher team that med fo set the
record in July 2004,
I wasn't recnuited, but I hap-
i be in ﬂ:re right place at
% time" he said “T was
L'ha.nk'l.] that I was thought wor-

thy of beinz oo the wip. Plus, I

had the money and the bult-up
m_i_e time. i
Tz expedition =am hils]
ggpm crew and no spomsos and
everything necessary at a
pcn-:e 1n of 33,500 each.
ba:i ls:m.'u:l.'ﬁlru 2004, we
pﬂsilll‘. the longest o
the warld” 5i % said. 4
[Ope WAS SpeC ma Jn
Canada by sEipnt s Inc .
. Do

n
and made nf static kemmantis
oylon”

That rope, in fact, proved to
be s ooe of the mary chal-
lenges thar the team faced, as the
rope had to be mans purbed]l: Bo-
o 90-pmmd back packs from the
park entrance at Cverlord to the
expediton hase camp at Moumt

Thior’s basa.

“All told, we had to hike 73
miles to get the Tope, a ck
illed wi -:al?;:_zgn&w. md
[LEEnE s, and a backpack
ﬁ]l-edwﬁppmd for a month: 10 the
hase,” Siron said “We had fo
covar e | 5-mile route fve fimes
to get each of fhe rope, gear and
food-filled backpacks to the base.
Ima': paind-pumibing "

vl:am testimony to the
_'lI'r.'ﬂ.l: oumt Thor, when the
fteam al:nmuner. the rappel
artempt and had just E.l‘i E&r
r:gmﬁ the rope, the weat

From their base camp, the
team memberz had estimated
that it would take fve days to get
to Ther's sammiit, Tig 2nd drop

the rope. In reality, it fook 12
days, with the momiain's 45-
dazree, car-sized bcrLJn]g:lJ.ed
e & o be mare
than Mﬁs INMNE, 00
the first day of the cummit
assault, am  avalanche  was

mﬂhﬁd' %, there is noching
“In the park, f iz

beat rocks,” Sivon said. “Thers ars
oo irees and the wind oats Hght
throush. Omce we decided 1o
ahandon the ateopt, all tat we
u:n'ulclth_ukabnutms getting off
of the mounfain alive’

Tha rocky termam was coverad
with lichen, whick: i 15 OF umder
dry -:m:d:.um;. Tt slippery and

when wet.

“1 started maining m February
2004 by wearinz a backpack
wherever [ wem, including 1o
wark, gradually Lnnaasmg he

waight mil the pack w

100 pounds. I also chmbed 1,500
feet of rope per week”™ Siron
said “T got some predly fummy
looks, when I would walk in
from the parking lot with that
backpack, = well 25 wearng it
om fest ranges.
Bm%dmmkem“mgenf
opporumity o imin. It

nmt ba'ua bean mnrep;}uung

amything, bat I
L'hatﬂ:u:»ms =mngm'heom.e-:-f

the hardest things that I ever did

m my life.
ware that back EVErY-
where, except i the bathroom. I

bave my Liviits. I also fook fve-
mile hikss duming the week and
'.4—d51_t; 10-mile hikes on week-
en

Siron mmd the feam's 2004
goal is 1o best the cument world
rappel record of 3,627 feet, set
b*,]rwnm Botish Foyal Marmes

e_]er. down the Cleve-

Mine ]I'_Efgg"l

I have been kind of miffed.”
Siron sad. “Thess big. tough
Foval Marme: did this in the
ventilation shafi of a Potash
mire, Dark Mater Research
Facility m the UE and I was
thnhl:! o myself that they
ge oLy bé»uk mdﬂuﬂrbaxﬁ%:

top. Since IEMT_E
Mount Thor [ rappelled off of E1
Capitan in C 12's Yosamita
Mational Park. Now, there's only
one thing left to do”

El Capitan is a 2,650

-fot @p-

Sirom., 47, has also ragpelled

off the new Fier (orge Bodge

im Wast Virgmia — 875 feet — and

the Black Canyon m Grmeisan,
Colo. —a 1,570-foot rappel.

Compellingly enough, Mount

Phsis by Dk Sben
FATE TEMPTERS— Redstons’s DIrk Siron was part of a saven-mamber team that attamptad fo aat
a rappaliing world racord In 2004, and will try again this year.

Thor — which bears the sams
pame a5 the Norse God of Thun-
der, War and Smength — has
bean the answer to SIron’s ques-
o

“Although it was in the sum-
mer of 2004, we were well shove
the Arctic Circle, with daytme

izhs coly m the 405" Siom
said “Tt's hard to adiust and keep
on schedule, because the sun
mever sels and the mosguitoes
atack wiclously and relemtlass-

Iy

Siron sadd that for the first
time in 15 years, he ware a wrzst-
waich — solar-powered, on muli
tary tme and synchronized by
satellite sipmal would also
pull a headband down over his
eves durng  sleep  hours,
“bacznze if you wake up m the
meddle of the night, the sun is
&ﬂ_Dﬂmnz . -

1 that expadition,

feam Elnga satellite phome, ‘wut
the written mstructions were lost
on the way to the park and the
team could not get it to work
The tsem was mecmmrancado
for 31 days.

Fllm:mmg far the food,
and supplies om a month-
effiort hke this is coacial” Smon
said. “We also kpew that we
would encounter quick sand

bave 0 make Dumercus nver
crossings and might have polar
baar encounters”

(Cm the way up to Ther's sum-
mit, 2 camp gubbed “Maat-
gnnd.er’ was E‘Ilb.l.l.‘il‘.&!i 25 well
s oo apily named “The Donner
camp” ELDCE“‘_EL ‘Were snowed in

and rumming out of food during
I'JJ.EL"IEEE :lga they capped there

team cid fimally
5.1.Ir_1r_1t they had been pone
Fom base camp for nine days
Then as quickly 2s the
claared, it worsened.

“Mow we're snowed in on the

sumgua:i Sirom igléd. “When we
o mr hase c wa

E{::re completzly exﬁ]ﬁste:l.
Alwogethar, I lost abour 25
:E.UI:'P-‘ha'IZI call the Mount

diat
“Surprisinely, I have a healthy
fea.rl:-uﬂjzm; “Hezghts are scary
and intmugating.  But that is 2
fear that I felt I could overcome
That healthy fear kEEpS. ma
sharp. The events of Sept. 11 had
a ntmdnmﬂln:}dz:rem do
what some might consider
SxirEma. Sept. 11 tanght me that
s short and that we need o

gam EVETY ity 1o enjoy
Gfe tw its t. Plus, I wanted
oo show my kids that even an old
mar ke ‘myzelf chould pever
SE I:rvmz mhem!r bomzelf and

Smm 'Sﬂl.d L'lnt like amy am-
craft landins that yon walk away
from is 2 go0d one, any caving or
mpuel.]mz activigy that is com-

is @ good one. His
Bgimmue licensa plate reads

FFROPE,” which is a vertcal
CAVers safety 2 that
the rappel or climb bas beenm

completed successfully and that
oo one is “ONROPE "

A life member of the
Huntsville-based Matonal Spele-
ological Secety, Sioon has been
2 caver for 10 years and is also a
member of the Humstwille Cave
Besoue Uit

“When I first enter a cave, 1
am in am exploration m-clde"
Smon said. s soom 25 it's
time o tam around and bead out,
I'm in the ‘self-rescue’ mode
Dregi_];nm is the key”

fervent prayer is the
Hail Mary.

"1 lived through
thai [ knew I could die any sec-
ond ™ he said. “Ona wrong step is
all it takes. And I especially
extend heartfelt appreciadon fo
my SUPETVISOr, Wy co-workers,
Dy team, and — most imporant-
Iy — my wife, Cindy. The
h]mledn of their support and

sement, throughout thic
made my



